
 

 

STUDENTS WITHOUT PERMANENT PLACES TO LIVE 

SPECIAL RIGHTS OF STUDENTS WITHOUT A PERMANENT 
PLACE TO LIVE 

A federal law known as the McKinney-Vento Act gives students who don’t have permanent housing 
help in enrolling, attending, and succeeding in school. The law states that schools must make sure that 
all students have the same chance to receive a free and appropriate public education, even when 
difficult times have caused students and families to lose their permanent homes. Students in this 
situation must be given extra help, and this brochure describes some of their rights provided under the 
law. 

HOW DO I KNOW IF THE LAW APPLIES TO ME? 

If a child or youth does not have a fixed, regular, or satisfactory place to live, that person is homeless 
under the law. It does not matter whether the child or youth is living with a parent or is away from their 
parents. If you are homeless and the age to attend public school, this law applies to you. 

DON’T I HAVE TO BE IN A SHELTER OR ON THE STREET TO BE CONSIDERED HOMELESS? 

No. Sometimes people have other places to go, such as to a friend or other family member’s house, to 
a motel or hotel, or to a campground. Even though these may seem more permanent than a shelter, 
students living in any of these places are homeless under the law. 

I AM TEMPORARILY LIVING WITH ANOTHER FAMILY MEMBER, AWAY FROM MY PARENTS, 
UNTIL THINGS GET BETTER. I EVEN HAVE MY OWN ROOM. DOES THE LAW APPLY TO ME? 

Yes. Any time family members have to ‘double up’ temporarily with others in their home because of 
hard times; children and youth involved are considered homeless under the McKinney Act. 

I WAS KICKED OUT OF MY HOME BY MY PARENTS AND AM STAYING WITH FRIENDS. DOES 
THE LAW APPLY TO ME? 

Yes. Whether a young person has been locked out by parents or has run away, they are considered 
homeless and may receive the extra protections of the McKinney Act. Young people are also 
considered homeless if they have told their parents they are leaving home and their parents do not care 
that they are going. 

WHO AT THE SCHOOL SHOULD I TALK WITH ABOUT MY SITUATION? 

Every school district in South Carolina must have someone to help students who don’t have a 
permanent home by telling them about their options, helping with enrollment problems, and helping find 
their school records. This person is usually called the ‘Homeless Liaison’ or ‘McKinney Liaison.’ You 
can ask anyone in the school office who this person is and how to get in touch with them. This 
information is also available on the Internet here. 

I DON’T WANT EVERYONE AT SCHOOL TO KNOW MY PERSONAL BUSINESS — DO I HAVE TO 
ANNOUNCE I AM HOMELESS OR PUT IT ON A FORM? 
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No. In fact, most people do not like using the word ‘homeless’ to describe their situation. It is important, 
though, to let the school know you are living in a temporary place because of hard times so that the 
school can make sure to provide you with the services you need. You can ask that this information be 
kept private. It is against the law for the school to separate you from other students or discriminate 
against you just because you don’t have a permanent home. Also remember that you are not getting 
your parents ‘in trouble’ with the law by letting the school know you or your family does not have a 
permanent place to live. It is not against the law to be homeless. 

THE SCHOOL HAS SAID THAT I CANNOT ENROLL WITHOUT A PARENT OR GUARDIAN. WHAT 
CAN I DO? 

It is important to let the school official know your situation. Schools are required by the McKinney Act to 
serve homeless youth whether or not you are in the physical custody of a parent or guardian. Ask to 
speak with the Liaison if you have problems enrolling. 

I DON’T KNOW WHERE ANY OF MY RECORDS ARE, SUCH AS MY BIRTH CERTIFICATE OR 
PROOF OF IMMUNIZATION. CAN I STILL ENROLL IN SCHOOL? 

Yes. Schools are required to enroll homeless children and youth right away. If school records are 
missing, you must still be admitted, and the school must then find your records. If you are missing 
immunization records, the Liaison must help you with those. 

NOW THAT I AM STAYING IN A DIFFERENT PLACE, I AM IN A DIFFERENT SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
DO I HAVE TO CHANGE SCHOOLS? 

No. In fact, it will be better for your education if you don’t change schools. Unless your parent says 
otherwise or you have moved so far away it would be impractical, you should still attend your original 
school. Again, it is important to let school officials know your situation and to ask for help from the 
homeless Liaison if you need it. 

IS THERE ANY WAY I CAN GET ON THE SCHOOL LUNCH PLAN WITHOUT ANY RECORDS? 

Yes. The school should help you with getting free lunch (and breakfast if it is available) right away. No 
documents or paperwork are required. 

I RODE THE BUS TO SCHOOL BEFORE I HAD TO MOVE TO THIS NEW PLACE. HOW WILL I GET 
TO SCHOOL NOW? 

The school must still provide you with transportation. If you are now living in a different school district 
but want to keep attending your original school, the law says the two school districts must work out a 
way for you to get there. However, your parent or the McKinney Liaison must request this help for you. 

THE SCHOOL SAYS THEY WON’T ENROLL ME BECAUSE THEY DON’T THINK I AM HOMELESS. 
WHAT CAN I DO? 

Under the law, you must still be served by the school even if they disagree with what you have told 
them or say they cannot enroll or transport you. Your parent (or the Liaison if you are on your own) can 
appeal this decision to the school district office, to the school board, and even to a court if necessary. In 
the meantime, you still have the right to stay in your school. 

This is not all the information you need to know if you or your family is experiencing homelessness and you are having trouble continuing your 
education. 

Special thanks goes to the National Coalition for the Homeless and the National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty, whose 
comprehensive training and education materials were the inspiration and source of information for this brochure.  
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