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On Wednesday, September 16, 
2009, SC Appleseed Legal 
Justice Center will host its 
fourth annual Advocate of the 
Year award ceremony at the 
First Citizen's building in 
downtown Columbia,  home of 
Nexsen Pruet Law Firm.  
  
 

 
  
Victoria L. Eslinger, Esq. 

   

 

 

Friends and Colleagues  
Honor 

Victoria L. Eslinger, Esq. 

Our honoree for 2009 Advocate of the Year is 
Victoria L. Eslinger, a woman who has dedicated 
much of her professional career to seeking social 
justice for others.  Some of Vickie's most valued 
moments as an attorney have been on behalf of 
individuals who have no means of this achieving 
justice on their own.  
 
We praise Vickie's efforts to empower those in 
need--the homeless, the hungry, the uninsured, the 
unemployed, the undereducated, those in debt, and 
all South Carolinians who experience the 
desperation of poverty.  
 
SC Appleseed acknowledges those who support 
our annual Advocate of the Year event, where we 
honor an attorney who embodies our mission to 
provide advocacy for low income citizens of South 
Carolina. 
  
We appreciate everyone who supports social 
justice in our state. Thank you, for your time, talent 
and giving spirit.  
 

Platinum Sponsors 



Our honoree this year is 
esteemed attorney Victoria 
Eslinger of Nexsen Pruet.   
Ms. Eslinger practices in the 
areas of general business and 
business litigation, labor and 
employment as well as in the 
firm's international practice. 
 
As the first women honored as 
SC Appleseed's Advocate of 
the Year, we site not only Ms. 
Eslinger's outstanding career 
that shattered many glass 
ceilings, but we also honor her 
history of pursuing equal right 
for all.  

In 2004, Ms. Eslinger was 
recipient of the University of 
South Carolina's School of Law 
Complete Lawyer Platinum 
Award in recognition of her 
professional and civic 
accomplishments over 30 years 
of practice. 
 
Ms. Eslinger's accolades and 
accomplishments are many. We 
invite you to join us in toasting 
to her fine work and character 
on Wednesday, September 
16th, from 6-8pm, at the Nexsen 
Pruet offices. 
 
For more information on this 
fundraising event or if you 
would like to contribute to SC 
Appleseed Legal Justice 
Center's work in Ms. Eslinger's 
honor, please contact: 
 
 
Carrollee Hevener 
Phone: 803.779.1113 Ex.100 
Email: clee@scjustice.org 
or 
scjustice.org/advocateoftheyear 
 

  

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP 
Nexsen Pruet 
  

Gold Sponsor 
Sowell Gray Stepp & Laffitte, LLC 
  

Silver Sponsors 
AARP of South Carolina 
AT&T 
Bluestein, Nichols, Thompson & Delgado, LLC 
John D. Kassel, Esq. 
Select Health of South Carolina 
  

Bronze Sponsors 
Arlene Andrews and Stuart Andrews, Esq. 
Mary Denis Cauthen and George Cauthen, Esq. 
Natalie Kaufman and David Whiteman 
Morganelli's Party Store 
Beth Richardson, Esq. and Matthew 
Richardson, Esq. 
South Carolina Beverage Association 
Dan Stacey, Esq. and Eve Moredock Stacey, Esq. 
  

Patron Sponsors 
Barbara Barton, Esq. and John Barton, Esq. 
Coretta D. Bedsole 
Sue Berkowitz, Esq. and Harry Palmer 
Anne Burke, Esq. and Lewis Burke, Jr., Esq 
M. Malissa Burnette, Esquire 
Eppes & Plumblee, P.A. 
Jane Hamrick Freeman and Palmer Freeman, Esq. 
Chris Koon, Esq. 
I.S. Leevy Johnson, Esq. 
Ken H. Lester, Esq. and Catherine Hendrix, Esq. 
McCarthy Law Firm 
Pat McWhiter, Esq. and Garland McWhirter, Esq. 
Regions Bank 
Security Federal Bank 
Pat Smith, Esq. and Gerald Smith, Esq. 
South Carolina Bankers Association 
South Carolina Legal Services 
Donald R Tomlin, Jr., Esq. 
____________________________________ 



 

SC Appleseed Legal Justice Center 
Advocates of the Year 

 
Kenneth M. Suggs. Esq. - 2006 
George B. Cauthen, Esq. - 2007 

I.S. Leevy, Jr., Esq. - 2008 
Victoria L. Eslinger, Esq - 2009 

  
 

Mission Statement: 

South Carolina Appleseed Legal Justice Center is dedicated to advocacy for low income 
people in South Carolina to effect systemic change by acting in and through the courts, 
legislature, administrative agencies, community and the media, and helping others do the 
same through education, training and co-counseling. 
 
SC Appleseed Legal Justice Center   
PO Box 7187, Columbia, SC 29202 
803.779.1113 ex: 100  
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