I rode the bus to school before I had to move to
this new place. How will I get to school now?
The schoo must still provide you with transportation. Jfyou
are now‘fz’vz’nj ina (ﬁ'ﬁérent school district but want to /@tzfa
attending your onjina/ school, the Jaw says the two school
districts must work cut a way for you to get there. Fowever,
your parent or the ﬂ;{inmf}/ Liaison must request this help

ﬁryou.

The school says they won’t enroll me because
they don’t think I am homeless. What can I do?
Under the Jaw, you must still be served by the school even if
t/iey disagree with what you have ted them or say t/,‘ey cannct
enroff or transport you. %ur - parent ﬂvr the Liaison zj‘ “you are
on your own ) can appeal this decision to the school district
office, to the schoo! board; and'even to a court if necessary. In
the meantime, you still kave the right to stay in your school.

This is not all the infénnationyou need to know #‘qu or]curfami/ zs

experiencing homelessness and you are lfaw'nj trouble continuing your

education. %You may want to talk to a fawyer about your individual situation.
IFyeu den't have a fawyer, the South Garolina Lar Lawyer Referral
Service can give you the name of a Jawyer whe is willing to meet with you and
adivise you at a Jower rate. For the name of a fawyer in your area, go to the
Lawyer Referral Service Onine at fittp://www.schar.crg/.

Euli_/ic/ /r.f/zlétau/z, asp or calf @oo ) 868-2284 &tatem'z[e or @o} ) T99-7100

ichland and’. Ie.xinjten counties. :99” you have a very Jow income, your
Jocal. /ejll/ services ?]%ce may be able to /:e(/’a you. Gall the Ieja/ z;'zrﬂ'.ytance
mfg:v%ne Jnm&é Service ﬁr a rz-,j;erruf at their tolf ﬁee number &368 ) 34.6-

5692.

‘5fetia/t/fan£;jces to the Wd" / Goaliti, ﬁr the ?f Jess and the
%z’onﬂ/ Law Genter on ?ft‘:me/ea&ne&& and’. ﬁvert}l, whose comfre/femn've

training and education materials were the inspiration and source of‘ inﬁmation

ﬁr this brockure.

Tlhis brockure was published By the South Garolina Fppleseod. Legal
e 7y b2 7

Jmﬂz’cg “Genter. ?f'unﬁnj was Jarovz'Jez[ é}/ the South Garolina ﬁar
?ounlation s g;tterest on Iaw}/er j;ust ;%cccunm ( j@Im) program.
South Garolina %pf/eseeJ Iya{ft&tice “Genter is dedicated to afvecacy
ﬁr /owrincomefecf/e in South Garolina to 5ﬁéct E{}/Jtemic c/ﬁmje b:}/ acting in
and through the courts, Jegislature, administrative agencies, community and’
the media, ant[/fe/finj others do the same t/;rcuj/:et[ucat‘ion, training and co-
counJe/inj. j‘éﬁnt[out more about 3Cmﬁjo to www.sgjustice.org on
the j;lternet, Thits brockure and others can also be ﬁum[ onfine éj/ joz’nj to
wiww.sgjustice.org and cfz’cfz'nj on Drockures.”

appleseed
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What the law

Says about...

Special Rights
of
Students
Without a
Permanent
Place to Live

A federal law known as the
McKinney-Vento Act gives students
who don’t have permanent housing
help in enrolling, attending, and
succeeding in school. The law states



http://www.scbar.org/%20public/lrs/default.asp
http://www.scbar.org/%20public/lrs/default.asp

that schools must make sure that all
students have the same chance to
receive a free and appropriate
public education, even when
difficult times have caused students
and families to lose their permanent
homes. Students in this situation
must be given extra help, and this
brochure describes some of their

rights provided under the law.

How do I know if the law applies to me?

IFa chifd or youth dees not have a fixed; regular, or satisfactory
place to Jive, that person is homeless under the Jaw. J¢ does not
matter whether the child or youth'is fiving with a parent or is
away from their parents. Jfyou are homeless and the age to
attend public school, this faw applies to you.

Don’t I have to be in a shelter or on the street to
be considered homeless?

No. Scmetimes pecple have cther places to go, suck as to a
Jriend or other family member s house, to amotel or hotel, or to a
campground. Fven though these may seem more permanent than
a shelter, students fivin 1g in any of‘ these Ja[aceJ are homeless
under the Jaw.

I am temporarily living with another family
member, away from my parents, until things get
better. I even have my own room. Does the law
apply to me?

@ss. %ny time fmmf] members have to double up 'temforarif'}/
With othors in their Feme Because of Rard times; children and
yout/f involved are considered fromeless under the ﬂ{z’nne}/
HAet.

I was kicked out of my home by my parents and
am staying with friends. Does the law apply to
me?

ggs. Whether a young person fas been Jocked out [1"}/ parents or
fas run away, t%] are considered fomeless and may receive the

extra Jarotectiomf of‘ the ﬂ{,z’nmf}/ z%ct %mnj Jae((v;afe are

also considered fomeless y[‘ tﬁEy fave told their - parents they are
feavinj fome and their - parents do not care that t/z?sr}/ are going.

Who at the school should I talk with about my
situation?

:Ever}/ school Bistrict in outh Garofina must kave semeone to
lielp students who don t hiave a permanent fiome by telfing them
about their options, kelping with enrolbnent problems, and
lelpping find their school records. This person is uswally callod
the ‘?ﬂmefeem Iiaz'&on “or ‘ﬂz{inne:}/ Iz'azlmn. ’ %u can
ask. anyone in the school o]%ce who this s person is and. fow to  get
in touch with them. Jhis infermation is also available on the
Internet at

WHW. my&c&cﬁoo/&. com/ ﬁce&/ﬁfy&/}/out/f__&ervz’ce&/ mc@nng}//
TR inneyLiaisoncentinfe. dec.

I don’t want everyone at school to know my
personal business - do I have to announce I am
homeless or put it on a form?

Ao In ﬁct, most pecple do not fike using the word ‘fhomeless to
describe their situation. ﬁ is important, tﬁouj/;, to Jet the school
know you are Siving in a temporary place because of1 hard times so
that the school can make sure to frovz't[e  you with the services you
need. You can ask that this z'nﬁmatz’on be feft : private. Ftis
tgaz'no“t the Jaw ﬁr the schoel to separate you ﬁom other students
or discriminate against you just because  you don 't have a
permanent fome. c;%[m remember that you are not jettz'n g your
parents in trouble with the [aw'é:}/ /ettz'nj the schoel know you or
Jyour famzé/ does not have a / permanent, Jaface to five. gi:? is not
agatnst the Jaw to be hiomeless.

The school has said that I cannot enroll without
a parent or guardian. What can I do?

e is important to fet the scheo! official know your situation.
Schools are reguired by the j‘z(;f(,inmj}/ Hct to serve fromeless
youtﬁ‘ whether or not - you are in the Ja@ﬂ'ca/ custody of aparent
or guardian. HAsk to egaeaf with the Liaison f you have
probfems enrclfing.

I don’t know where any of my records are, such
as my birth certificate or proof of
immunization. Can I still enroll in school?

gf&. Sckools are required to enrolf komeless children and. yout/;
right away. Jfschool records are missing, you must still be
adsmitted; and the school must then find your records. Jfyou are
missing immunization records, the Liaison must help you with

those.

Now that I am staying in a different place, I am
in a different school district. Do I have to
change schools?

He. Infact, it will b better for your ediucation if you don s
cFanje schools. Unless your, parent says otherwise or you fave
moved so far away it would be impractical, you should still
attend your criginal schoof. Fgain, it is important to Jot schoel
officials know your situation and’to asK for kelp from the
fomeless Liaison zf you need it.

Is there any way I can get on the school lunch
plan without any records?

gf&. The schoof skould, /IdefJa  you with  getting ﬁee JSunch ( and’
ireakﬁest z]p it is available ) rz'j/ft away. Wg documents or

Jozgaerw‘orf are requirecﬁ



